
PTSO Meeting  

MINUTES DECEMBER 8, 2015 
7:00 PM 

 
FRANKLIN H.S. 

 LIBRARY 
 

MEETING CALLED 
BY 

John Felix @7:05 PM 

FRANKIN H.S. 
ADMINISTRATORS / 
TEACHERS IN 
ATTENDANCE 

Dr. Thomas DiGanci (FHS Interim Principal) 
Mr. Mr. Ken Margolin (FHS Vice Principal) 
Mr. Frank Chmiel (FHS Vice Principal)  
Ms. Dana Karas (Guidance Director) 
Mrs. Ana Washington (Director of Research / Planning, Assessment & Accountability 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
OFFICERS IN 
ATTENDANCE 

John Felix (Co-President) 
Kai Leung (Membership Coordinator) 
Vanessa Flewellen (Secretary) 

Agenda topics 

 

7:05 – 7:08 DECEMBER MEETING MINUTES      VANESSA FLEWELLEN 

   

DISCUSSION  

- Reviewed minutes from the November Meeting 
- Motion to accept minutes:  Dr. DiGanci 
- Seconded by: Kai Leung 

 
  

 TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
JOHN FELIX 

 

DISCUSSION  

- $110 membership / donations 
- $300 teacher support deposit 
- 1,345.51 teacher support balance 
- Ending Balance = $2,589.35 

 
                                            MEMBERSHIP UPDATE                                                                                   KAI LEUNG 

 

DISCUSSION  

- 72 members (59 parents / 13 faculty) 

 
 
 

7:08 – 8:08                          PARCC                                              MS. KARAS AND MRS. WASHINGTON 
 

DISCUSSION  

- High School individual reports have been received; waiting for receipt of grades 3-8 to determine when results will 
be mailed; the goal is before Christmas break 

- In 2010, NJ adapted common core to better prepare students for college / career readiness 
- NJ has since implemented new standards:  common core implemented into curriculum and PARCC was developed 

(replacing the HESPA) 
- PARCC differs from other assessments in that it is taken on the computer, it allows students to show work; it is 

more than a multiple choice test; focuses on applying skills; daily practice of skills in the classroom which serves 
as better preparation for the test 

- PARCC utilizes five levels of performance: 
Level 1 - did not yet meet expectations 
Level 2 - partially met expectations 
Level 3 – approached expectations 



Level 4 – met expectations 
Level 5 – exceeded expectations 

- The first year’s scores may appear lower than previous years 
- Resources:   

skill builder website 
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/common-core-test-guide/ 
http://understandthescore.org/ 

- The Spring PARCC is the last week in April (4/18-4/26 actual test dates & make-ups) 
 

 

 
8:08 – 8:17 

      
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 
DR. DIGANCI 

 

 DISCUSSION  

- December 9th is Guidance Night; For Seniors: FAFSA Workshop (speaker from Rider University; For 
Underclassmen:  How to Prepare for Testing (speaker from Kaplan) 

- Franklin High School has been recognized by the College Boards as being an AP Scholar school (425 schools 
recognized in US and Canada) 

- Winter Holiday Concert upcoming 
- Friday, December 11th is Franklin Family Feud at 7pm 
- Wednesday, December 23rd is the Pep Rally for Winter Sports 
- New hire in Guidance Department:  Mr. Gomes 
- Student to Counselor ratio has decreased (270:1) and is now closer to the national average 

 
 
 

OBSERVERS See attendance list 

SPECIAL NOTES Meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm (Motion by John Felix / Seconded by Vanessa Flewellen) 

 

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/common-core-test-guide/
http://understandthescore.org/

